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must be educated ; but we are not able to educate

them. Why not? We claimed to be a wealthy-

people before the war. So we were ; but we lost,

according to the best estimates, about two billions

of dollars in the value of our slaves. It was that

much gold value, our own under the Constitution of

the United States, which we lost by the war, and

it was gone forever. That impoverished us to that

extent, and it was a very heavy draft. Then we

had to support the Confederate armies for four

years, without a dollar of help, out of our substance.

True, we issued Confederate bonds and notes

;

they were paid out of our substance, but at the end

of the war they were repudiated, and they became

as ashes in our hands. We lost, then, not only two

billions in slaves, but we lost about two billions

more in the support of our armies for four years.

Then we lost immense amounts in the destruction

of property by the armies outside of what was nec-

essary to feed and clothe them.

" But that was not all. At the end of the struggle

we had to return to the Union and resume our posi-

tion, and take upon ourselves our just proportion,

according to our means, of the war debt contracted

by the government in the suppression of what is

known as the Rebellion. Then,, I say, with these

drafts upon us we are not able to educate these four

millions [now more than six] of people that were

turned loose among us. As I have already stated,


